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"THE VALUE OF COLLEGE COURSES IN 
BIBLE TO THE STUDENT" 

By Harry Coker. 

The world is more and more recognizing the fact that a man 
is not educated until he has developed and perfected as far as 
possible the powers of his body, mind and spirit. The greatest of 
these three is the personality within, because it controls and 
directs all the other agencies of Hfe. Educational leaders are 
recognizing the need of focusing the attention of college people 
upon Bible study. There should be a more complete opportunity 
for the students to receive during their college course religious 
instruction and the privilege of participation in religious activi- 
ties. The State unversities are unable to satisfy the present de- 
mand. The small church schools are the agencies best fitted at 
the present time to meet the need because they have no delicate 
situation resulting from mixed denominations and they are free 
to offer religious courses in the curriculum. 

To secure the best results for the student, I think all Bible 
courses should be elective. The average student will have an en- 
tirely different attitude of mind toward the department, if he 
enters it voluntarily. He will have a generous spirit toward the 
work. The department should not be a pensioning agency for 
old, broken and infirm missionaries and preachers. The instruc- 
tor should be a live, wide-awake man. He should be broadminded 
but not carried away with the German higher criticism. The 
student should be encouraged to come in a reverent attitude to 
the study of the Bible. The work of analyzing, classifying and 
criticizing can be and should be done in a reverent spirit. The 
student should also approach his study in an open-minded way. 
He should be ready to judge new interpretation of various sec- 
tions of the Bible without prejudice. Even doubting, if it be 
honest doubting, is to be encouraged. The student should in 
no wise give up his old behefs until he has found some others 
more satisfactory and more reasonable. The old foundation 
should not be removed until the new foundations are built upon 
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the solid rock, lest the whole structure of his religion fall and 
be ruined forever. 

In the first place, Bible study means much to the student in 
relation to his daily devotional period. The great majority of 
the students read only disconnected passages of the Bible for their 
personal devotions from day to day. Bible study helps the stu- 
dent to coordinate the various passages and fosters a desire to 
have a systematized, carefully-worked out program for daily 
reading. Even if his verses are scattered, after he has become 
sufficiently acquainted with the Bible to be able to look at it in 
its entirety, he relates them in proper proportion to the rest of 
the book. His study develops his ability continually to gather 
new meaning from the old familiar passages. New truths and 
new revelations come. Christ is more personal, and his person- 
ality is more powerful and appealing. In fact, the whole work 
of personal devotions is enriched and beautified by his study in 
the Bible department. 

In the second place, the student is able to readily relate his 
Bible study to his other College courses. He reads the Biblical 
allusions in his English literature with an intelligent understand- 
ing and a new meaning. His command of English is broadened 
and polished by his study of the excellent English in the Bible. 
He learns to appreciate more fully the beauty of figurative lan- 
guage. He sees the imagination and poetic fancy of an ancient 
people expressed in beautiful and carefully wrought English. 
He finds that the Biblical history furnishes a background for 
almost two thousand years of the world's history. He discovers 
the source of many of our great revolutions, our great reforms, 
and in general, the cause of all the world's progress. Again the 
student links his Bible study up with his study of Greek, the 
language of the New Testament. He finds good selections from 
the Bible for his work in public speaking. Other courses also 
receive help from his Biblical study. 

One of the larger benefits coming to the student from his 
Biblical study is his enlarged conception of religion. It is true 
that he gets a different picture of Biblical events from that re- 
ceived in Sunday School study. His knowledge is more carefully 
classified. Facts and events are seen in their proper relation to 
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Other facts and events. The student gets a unified view and is 
able to look at the book in the perspective. But if he comes in a 
spirit of earnestness and reverence, he finds far more than classi- 
fied facts and unified knowledge. He divines the great religious 
truths of the Bible. Properly directed, he sees these taught not 
as mere abstract ethical principles but with the force of a great 
personality — the personality of Jesus Christ — back of them as 
leader and exemplar. The presentation of the Bible story in a 
unified way shows the student the growing revelation of God 
through the ages. The great fundamental truths place the Bible 
in an entirely new light and many questions which had come in 
previous study are immediately answered and many puzzling pas- 
sages are explained. This revelation makes for higher concep- 
tions of living and the development of higher spiritual ideals. 
Bible study increases the student's utmost regard for sacred 
things. Instead of the Bible becoming commonplace because of 
textbook study and classroom discussion, it becomes the greatest 
book that he has ever known, revealing the wonder and majesty 
of a mighty God of love. Bible study also prepares the student 
for service. In college, his interest in Sunday School, Young 
People's Work, Y. M. C. A., Student Volunteer and other relig- 
ious organizations is stimulated and intensified. Gospel Team 
work, Sunday School Workers' Teams and similar movements 
appeal to him. He seeks to give expression to the enrichment of 
his own personal life by working for others. Then when he 
returns to his home community, he is trained for leadership in 
religious work. He is ready to transmit his new views of the 
Christian life to others and to help them to a more systematic 
study of the Bible. 

Perhaps the greatest benefit to the college man from his Bible 
study is the part it plays in relation to his life work. Many stu- 
dents come to college without having yet chosen their life work. 
Many of them have been taught distorted notions of life work 
calls. Proper instruction in Bible study in College gives them a 
sane, sensible view of the working of God, without in any way 
destroying his power and majesty. They realize that God's call 
comes more often in a natural, normal way than in a spectacular 
way; that after all, it is a greater God who does things in a 
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lawful, normal way, speaking to men through the medium in 
which they are schooled, than a God who does things in an eccen- 
tric, miraculous manner, striking men down with blinding fire or 
appearing to them in supernatural visions. The Bible student is 
prepared to hear God's call and he has at least part of a founda- 
tion for answering the call. He has the elemental structure well 
under way, and will soon be ready for the building of the super- 
structure — his life work— in all its varied divisions and depart- 
ments. If his choice of life work is somiC form of Christian 
service, his Bible training will be especially valuable. Some one 
has said: "The value of a student's graduate years of study is 
directly proportionate to the Biblical knowledge and breadth that 
he takes with him to the seminary and graduate school." 

As the last in the list of benefits to the College student coming 
from Bible study, I would name the contribution it makes to the 
development of Christian ideals in the homes of tomorrow. Edu- 
cators everywhere feel that there is a great lack of proper Bibli- 
cal instruction in the modem home. Even in homes where intel- 
ligent parents are doing their best, the majority of these parents 
are still unfamiliar with the methods and results of constructive 
scholarship. Every child born in a Christian land has an inalien- 
able right to the wealth of Biblical stories, but he needs help and 
guidance in claiming this right. Perhaps we cannot do so much 
in aiding the parents of today ; but our great opportunity lies in 
training the parents of tomorrow. They will need not only a 
systematic and classified knowledge of the Bible but such a sym- 
pathetic appreciation of the Bible that they will gladly interpret 
it in the language of childhood and train the children in the ways 
of righteousness. 

In general, Bible courses can be and should be very valuable 
to the College student. They enrich his daily devotions and fill 
them with spiritual enthusiasm and meaning. They are coordin- 
ated with his other courses so that there is no conflict^ with, 
nor any gap between them. They give him a new conception 
of religion, which will find it fullest expression in service. They 
assist him in choosing his life work. And lastly, they fit him for 
the sacred responsibility of Christian parenthood. 



